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LETTER TO  COURT

I hope those drafts that necessity alone has compelled us to give will be
approved of.

15.   The drafts on the whole will be about 22 lacks of rupees by the three
ships of the season.   Our Invoices by them will be better than   ...   27 lacks

We have remitted to China by the Argo...........10

The drafts from Bombay answered by us, and the amount sent them

in petre falls very little short of.............9

The drafts from Madras on us and our supplies of opium to the West

Coast will be little short of..............3

49 lacks
so that you will please to observe that exclusive of the drain on us for the
support of the warr, we have applied 49 lacks and upwards to your mercantile
purposes of the season. And well knowing the high importance of it to you,
it has been my study to promote by every means in my power, your mercantile
interests which the fatality of the times till lately, have made almost a secondary
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object with your servants here. I mean not in this any reflection on their
conduct, as YOU have many valuable servants here, but to shew the situation
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your affairs have been in, I have the pleasure to advise you that you have
a fair prospect of a large investment for the ensuing season, timely advances
having been made for this purpose within these two months, and being thus
early, and to the extent of what has been required at each arung, amounting
to upwards of twenty lacks already, I have the greatest hopes therefrom, and
shall particularly attend to keep the arungs and factories in this respect as
fully supplied as our circumstances will admitt of, and if possible to send a
further supply to China.
16.    You will observe no less than 25000 bags of saltpetre sent to Bombay
in the course of this season, this is intended not so much to supply their wrants
of this season, as to give them a year's petre beforehand, thereby to ease you of
the demurrage and inconveniencies arising by late dispatches from that Presi-
dency, which has for several years past been obliged to keep it's ships till the
arrival of the petre from Bengal before they could be loaded, and which was a
heavy burthen on your affairs, that way, and which by this step will be
removed, and by it I hope you will not have any ships on hand in India pro-
vided they arrive in time to be sent home, but as before observed, the Kent is not
yet arrived, nor have we any advice this way of the Admiral Pocock since her
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putting back to Xolo on her way from Manilla.   Should she return to India in
time she is destined one of your homeward ships from Bombay.
17.    The gentlemen at the West Coast, within the course of eight months
past, have had large supplies of opium sent them, and sensible of the impor-
tance of It to your interest there, it is fixed that they have large annual supplies
of that material article agreable to their indents, and both at Bombay and
here, the welfare of that establishment, as far as has been in my power, always
had particular attention shewn to it.
18.    One circumstance more I have to observe before I close this address,
and that from a motive of humanity and at the same time as it's of the utmost
importance to your affairs respecting the troops sent out.   The sad mortality
by the Lord Anson is noticed, and worse is to be apprehended from the Prince